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Honduras torn between president ousted in coup, replacement
TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras - A military
coup has divided Honduras between two
leaders - one recognized by world bodies
and another backed by the country's
congress, courts and military.
Presidents from around Latin America
were gathering in Nicaragua for meetings
Monday on how to resolve the first coup
in Central America in at least 16 years,
while the European Union offered to help
start talks between the two sides.
The Obama administration and
European governments denounced the
coup, but Venezuelan President Hugo
Chavez took centre stage in the region,

casting the dispute as a rebellion by the
region's poor.
“If the oligarchies break the rules of
the game as they have done, the people
have the right to resistance and combat,
and we are with them,” Chavez said in the
Nicaraguan capital, Managua.
Troops with riot shields surrounded
the presidential palace on Monday and
armoured military vehicles were parked
in front.
But soldiers made no attempt to clear
away about 200 pro-Zelaya protesters
who were burning tires and other debris,
as well as blocking streets with downed
trees and billboards.
“We want out elected and democratic

president, not this other one that the
world doesn't recognize,” said Marco
Gallo, a 50-year-old retired teacher, who
said he was on his way to join the protests
in front of the palace.
There is a deep rift between the outside world - which is clamouring for the
return of democratically elected, but
largely unpopular and soon-to-leaveoffice President Manuel Zelaya - and
congressionally designated successor
Roberto Micheletti.
Micheletti rejected any outside interference and declared a two-night curfew,
while Chavez vowed that “we will overthrow (Micheletti).”
Zelaya was seized by soldiers and

hustled aboard a plane to Costa Rica
early Sunday, just hours before a rogue
referendum Zelaya had called in defiance of the courts and Congress, and
which his opponents said was an attempt
to remain in power after his term ends
Jan. 27.
The Honduran constitution limits
presidents to a single 4-year term, and
Zelaya's opponents feared he would use
the referendum results to try to run again,
just as Chavez reformed his country's
constitution to be able to seek re-election
repeatedly.
Micheletti said the army acted on
orders from the courts, and the ouster
was carried out “to defend respect for the
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Ridley
Terminals
chair fired

Water disposal
site faces
PRRD scrutiny

GREG AMOS
Dawson Creek Daily News

A Calgary-based company aiming to
build a water disposal facility in the South
Peace to service the oil and gas industry
faced some broad concerns from directors of the Peace River Regional District
(PRRD) board at Thursday’s meeting.
“We should be pressuring not yourselves as an individual company, but the
industry as a whole to utilize that water,
rather than pump it back downhole,” said
Area E director Tim Caton.
“We’ve met with several water companies… we are looking at other solutions
because we know that this is a big issue
that is only going to get larger in this
area,” replied Karen Myrheim, vice-president of business development for Secure
Energy Services, that is slating the facility
for a 65-hectare lot on Rolla Road, about
6.5 kilometres north from Highway 49
and next to an ARC Resources well site.
The board approved a public information meeting to take place in the near
future, temporarily holding off on considering the direction from the PRRD agricultural advisory committee. That group
advised against granting a non-farm use
application for the disposal facility, citing
the loss of valuable Class 2 farmland that
would be involved.
Corey Higham, a business development representative for the proponent,
said the company “did not pick this site
because it’s on Class 2 agricultural land we picked the site because of the disposal
well.
“Based on the risk associated with
drilling any well… we selected this site as
our number 1 pick with the lowest degree
of risk for ourselves.”
Secure Energy Services still faces a
long community consultation ahead, as it
faces some concerns from residents living
in a three-kilometre radius from the proposed location. Homeowners on the list
have already been consulted by Secure
Energy Services, and some have voiced
concerns over odours, emissions, traffic,
and surface water quality.
The site would consume 8.5 acres of
Class 2 land, but the company has proposed to replace it with 10 acres of Class 2
land nearby.
The facility would separate solids, liquids, and crude oil before sending produced water and non-hazardous
wastewater up to 1,800 metres below the
surface into the geologically sound
Baldonnel Formation. Infrastructure on
site would include a tank farm, injection
building, utility buildings and flare system.
The risk of any runoff leaving the site
would be negated by a berm surrounding
the site, said Higham. Odour would be
controlled through flaring and a vapour
recovery system, and site cleanup years
down the road would be assured through
a financial security the company is
required to post with the Oil and Gas
Commission.
Having the Rolla Road nearby also
means the facility wouldn’t be affected by
road bans. With the closest neighbour
being more than a kilometre away, traffic
should not become a major issue, he
said.
The plant will require initial capital
investment of $5 million, and up to $20
million in total if the facility is expanded.
It’s expected the plant would be in operation for about 20 years.
More than 95 per cent of the oil and
gas wastewater in the South Peace is now
sent to Alberta for disposal. There are two
large disposal facilities in the Alberta
Peace, but just three small disposal facilities south of the Peace River in B.C.,
explained Higham.

The federal government has fired
the board chair of a money-losing
Crown corporation depended upon
by South Peace coal producers, after
the executive argued in favour of
privatizing the company last
month.
Ridley Terminals’ board chair
Daniel Veniez had offered to resign
by the end of August, after expressing to Prince George – Peace River
MP Jay Hill and federal Minister of
State for Transport Rob Merrifield
his feeling that the Prince Rupert
company he headed had become a
“regional political toy”. Instead,
Veniez was fired last Friday.
Veniez had expressed to Hill his
concern that the terminal’s operating strategy was being undermined
by demands from coal producers.
At a Peace River Regional District
(PRRD) meeting in late May, the
board agreed to send a letter to
Prime Minister Stephen Harper,
arguing to keep Ridley Terminals as
a public asset. The move followed a
strongly-worded letter sent by
Northern Development Initiative
Trust chair Bruce Sutherland, who
noted “over 30 communities and
350,000 people are connected to the
future of Ridley Terminal.”
Neither the PRRD nor NDIT
brought up the financial history of
Ridley Terminals. The federal government has sunk about $400 million into the terminal over the past
27 years, and Veniez indicated if the
government continues to operate
Ridley, it will cost them close to
$250-million over the next five years
to modernize the facility to make it
competitive.
The former federal Liberal government was poised to sell the terminal in 2005 for just $3 million.
At the May 28 PRRD meeting,
Chetwynd mayor Evan Saugstad
noted the terminal’s operation as a
private asset would mean “when
somebody doesn't want somebody
to use it, there's really no alternatives, other than the higher cost to
go to Vancouver.”

(above): Kimmie Roszmann shows off a pair of hippie-approved tie-dyed unmentionables at the Northern Nights
Tie-Dye and Crafts.
(above left): Ken Munro of Munro Custom Framing displays a handmade jade necklace. In addition to framing,
Munro also creates jewelry and fishing flies.
(left): Farmers Market regular Judi McGowan looks over some petite marigolds at a stall owned by Dawne
Parslow.
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law and the principles of democracy.” But
he threatened to jail Zelaya and put him
on trial if he returned. Micheletti also hit
back at Chavez, saying “nobody, not
Barack Obama and much less Hugo
Chavez, has any right to threaten this
country.”
Two senior Obama administration
officials told reporters that U.S. diplomats
were working to ensure Zelaya's safe
return.
The officials said the Obama administration in recent days had warned
Honduran power players, including the
armed forces, that the U.S. would not
support a coup, but Honduran military
leaders stopped taking their calls.

– With files from
The Globe and Mail

GREG AMOS
Dawson Creek Daily News

ANDREW BERGLAND/DCDN

MARKET TOMATOES: Ryder Beckerton, 3, checks out the two budding tomatoes on a plant his parents
bought from Valley Garden’s during Saturday’s Farmers' Market. SEE MORE FARMERS' MARKET PHOTOS
PAGE A8.

Trash trip rolls through
GREG AMOS
Dawson Creek Daily News

During a brief stop in the South Peace last Friday,
an Alaskan woman travelling in pursuit of the truth
behind trash shared her tale with the Dawson Creek
Daily News while checking out the local transfer station.
Karen Hawes, 40, is a mechanical engineer by
trade, but left her career to take an “extended sabbatical” in 2005. Her current trip – a trash-tallying
traverse from north to south across the Americas began June 9 in Prudhoe Bay, Alaska.
“There’s no official formula to it – it’s a personal
experience,” she said. Her only limit is the need to be
in Los Angeles by mid-August, to attend a nonprofit function, she said. She’s also funding the trip
out of her own pocket, in order to be able to
approach people as an individual, not as someone
with an agenda.
“I didn’t want to have sponsors, despite many
friends recommending that I do so,” she said. “The

catch to a sponsor is you are essentially working for Hawes noted.
them.”
Throughout the trip, Hawes has been posing one
As she travels to the southern tip of Argentina by basic question to professional and laypeople alike:
car and bus, she’ll continue to docwhat’s the one waste stream you’d
ument her experiences and obserlike to see eliminated?
"I didn’t want to
vations at her website and blog,
"Almost everyone said ‘plastic
found at www.trashtrip.com. While
bags,’ " she said, noting landfill
have sponsors,
anyone can read the site, Hawes
managers told her the bags tend to
said she feels her travel journal will despite many friends take flight from wherever they’re
find an audience with the universiclogging sewers and posing
recommending that piled,
ty-aged crowd in particular.
hazards to wild animals.
Her trip idea was inspired by an
Plastic in general is tough to
I do so."
experience while camping at a supmanage, she added: because most
posedly-remote area in Washington
plastic can only be used in new
—KAREN HAWES
State. Despite Hawes’ site being
products a certain number of times
well off the beaten path, she still
before it becomes unusable, it’s not
found litter strewn about. That
truly being recycled. The term that
observation kick-started a curiosity about the perva- best describes it is “downcycled”, Hawes said: in
siveness of garbage across the Americas, based also other words, it’s used more than once, but is not
on some of her previous travels.
perpetually recyclable.
“In Puerto Rico, any pullout you have for a scenic
lookout, there’s no pullout – it’s always full of trash,” Continued on Page A2.
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Join us for July 1st when Pouce Coupe will
again be “The Little Village with the
Biggest Party in the Peace”

For more information,
please contact the Village
Office at 250-786-5794
ada46991
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8:00am ............ Pancake Breakfast
at the Legion
10:00am ..........Parade Assembly
10:30am ..........Parade Judging
11:00am ..........Parade Start on
49th Avenue
12:00................ BBQ at Pouce Park

July
1st

BBQ Hosted by the Pouce Coupe Community Foundation

s BBQ Beef, Hamburgers
& Hotdogs
s Horsehoes
s Live Country Music
s Children’s activities
s Local Vendors
s Dusk: Fireworks by the
Pouce Coupe Ball Diamonds
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THE PEACE

By the
bylaw

All numbers are from the B.C.
Lottery Corporation.

LOTTO 6/49:
Saturday, June 27:
5, 15, 28, 31, 32, 45.
Bonus Number: 11.
B.C./49:
Saturday, June 27:
2, 4, 5, 25, 27, 42.
Bonus: 1.
Extra: 27, 32, 73, 89.
SUPER 7
Friday, June 26:
1, 11, 12, 24, 26, 27, 28.
Bonus: 22.
Extra: 12, 16, 22, 52.
OFFICIAL:
The numbers listed above are
unofficial. In the event of a
discrepancy between the above
numbers and the official winning
numbers the latter shall prevail.

'Meg'nanimous
Musings
MEGAN
GORECKI

I

was out walking my dogs the other day, when I
was surprised at how many people let their dogs
roam free across the neighbourhood. Now, don’t
get me wrong. This isn’t a problem if your dog
stays in your yard, but when some little rat-sized animal comes running across the street yipping and yapping, up to my Siberian Huskies and I, I can’t help but
worry for the safety of the creature.
Not that I would allow my dogs to do anything to
the little fur ball, but what would have happened if a
vehicle had come screeching around the corner at
that exact moment? The dog’s owners probably
wouldn’t have even noticed it was missing until it
didn’t come home for dinner that night.
And that’s not the only dog I’ve had follow me up
and down the streets when I’m out walking mine. I
once had a little terrier-type dog follow me halfway
up 95th and down 8th until I ran into a friend’s house
so that it would leave me alone and hopefully go
home. It didn’t bother me that the little thing was following us, but that it would run up to my dog, making
a leap for his nose, trying to pick a fight with him.
From there, the little terrier would run out into the
street, forcing traffic to stop. People in their vehicles
would look at me, honk and point to the dog.
Sorry people, but in case you didn’t notice, my two
dogs are walking next to me on a leash. The little terror – I mean, terrier – isn’t mine.
There’s another little dog that lives just down the
street from me. While it usually stays to its own yard,
I’ve seen it out and wandering up and down the middle of the road during the day, looking for something
to do.
Do people not care that their pets could be in danger by letting them roam the streets freely?
Granted, not all dogs that are loose in their territory leave their yards. I once took a different walking
route and came across a monstrous-sized dog that I
thought for sure was going to eat both my dogs and
me in one gulp. It barked, it ran towards us… and then
it stopped. Right there, where the grass stopped and
the street started, the dog’s feet stayed. It continued
to bark as it would pace along the edge of its yard, but
it dare not step onto the street. Kudos goes to you,
big-dog owner, for training your dog so well. (Even if
it did scare me!)
A couple of weeks ago, I was looking through the
Dawson Creek animal bylaws to try and help a friend
see if it would be legal for her to ride her horse
through town.
While I never could find the answer, (and if someone could shed some light on this, I would appreciate
it), I came across a couple of interesting bylaws during my search.
To the people who own more than two dogs: Are
you aware that you’re supposed to have a kennel
licence if you own three or more dogs? Unless upon
request, “the City may issue a temporary breeding
permit, which allows a dog handler or breeder to
board one additional dog for a maximum of seven
days, notwithstanding that the dog is subject to the
provisions of this bylaw.”
To the people in town who own the animals that
keep your neighbours awake at night: Did you know if
bylaw officers find you and the noise persists after a
second warning, “The Corporate Administrator or
Authorized Representative of the City may also order
the owner of the dog, in writing, to effectively muzzle
or restrain the dog or remove the dog from the
Municipality within 15 days of the date of the
notice”?
To the person who lets his or her dog defecate on
my front lawn, there’s an entire section for you, with
up to a $500 fine for not picking it up.
Now, maybe I’m just bitter about having to pick up
feces on my lawn that didn’t come from my own dogs,
(and probably from those roaming free all day long)
but I do recommend people check out the animal
control bylaws on the city’s website (http://www.dawsoncreek.ca/cityhall/bylaws/). It’s a good eye opener
to those of us who may not have known we were
breaking a law with our family pets.

FINANCIAL PULSE
A selection of key financial
indicators — all figures are at
market close.
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ALASKA HIGHWAY HISTORY: Therese and David DeVilbiss from Indianapolis, Indiana visited the Alaska Highway House three weeks into their
motorcycle journey down the Alaska Highway, after some positive word of mouth about the museum from other highway travelers. Sunday featured Alaska
Highway History Day and included a plethora of snacks and coffee and a solid reminder of the incredible efforts put forth by Canadians and Americans
towards the highway’s construction during the Second World War.

Trip blogged for readers
"In Puerto Rico, any
pullout you have for
a scenic lookout,
there’s no pullout –
it’s always full
of trash."
—KAREN HAWES

Continued from Page A1.

NO ONE IS ALONE
IN THE FIGHT
AGAINST CANCER.
Visit cancer.ca or
call 1 888 939-3333

Let's Make Cancer History

Once the trip and the blogging are
finished, roughly by April 2010,
Hawes said she has a few ideas about
what she’d like to do with the information she gathers. During the trip,
she envisions planning what she
calls Trash Cache events along the
way – co-ordinated cleanups of cities
and towns.
The goal, she said, will be to
inform people about the problems
with garbage and build a “critical
mass” to enact changes that can
reduce the amount of waste society
produces. Drawing on her previous
experience running a not-for-profit
organization (a training service for
GREG AMOS/DCDN
remote medical supply drops),
Karen
Hawes
checks
out
the
recyclable
plastic
pile
at
the
Dawson
Creek
transfer
station.
The
towering
pile of
Hawes said she hopes to take the
Frontline
XL
and
Axial
herbicide
containers
behind
her
will
be
turned
into
new
products
when
recycled,
but
won’t
Trash Cache idea to the national
continue
being
recycled
forever,
she
observed.
level.

DAWSON CREEK
Today

18°C
30%

http://www.drivebc.ca/
Highway 2
• Bridge Construction 3 km north
of British Columbia and Alberta
Border until further notice. The
road is reduced to single lane alternating traffic. Updated on Mon
Mar 16 at 9:52 am. (ID# -14273)
• Special Event at Pouce Coupe
10:30 am to 12:00 pm holidays on
Jul 1. Updated on Wed Jun 10 at
11:44 am. (ID# -16010)
Highway 97
• Bridge Maintenance 25 km south
of Junction with Highway 29, in
Chetwynd 7:00 am to 7:00 pm
daily through Jul 2. The road is

reduced to single lane alternating
traffic with up to 20 minutes delay.
Updated on Tue Jun 23 at 11:56
am. (ID# -16303)
• Maintenance 50 km south of
Junction with Highway 2, in
Dawson Creek 6:00 am to 4:30 pm
Mon-Fri on Jun 26. The road is
reduced to single lane alternating
traffic. Updated on Fri Jun 26 at
6:45 am. (ID# -16380)
• Mowing from Junction with
Highway 2, in Dawson Creek to 2
km south of Taylor (50.3 km), 6:00
am to 4:00 pm daily until further
notice. Updated on Thu Jun 25 at
7:21 am. (ID# -16333)
• Construction at Fort St. John
7:00 am to 7:00 pm Mon-Sat
through Sep 1. The road is reduced
to single lane alternating traffic.
Updated on Tue Jun 9 at 6:14 am.
(ID# -15958)
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The mortality of the Dalai Lama

"T

he Dalai Lama equals non-violence, and without him there would
be violence," said Lhadon Tethong,
executive director of Students for a
Free Tibet, a couple of months ago. In Beijing,
Chinese writer Wang Lixiong agreed: "If...the
Dalai Lama does not return to Tibet before he
dies, the moment that he dies will see general
riots across the Tibetan areas of China." And he is
going to die, probably fairly soon.
The Dalai Lama will be 74 next month, and
he has been in hospital three times in the
past year. He presumably believes that he will
immediately be reborn as soon as he dies, but
the traditional search for the child who is his
next incarnation could take years. Waiting for
that child to grow up and become the
Tibetans' next leader will take several decades.
That is a big political problem.
One measure he has already taken to ease
the difficulties is to announce that he is most
unlikely to be reborn in Chinese-ruled Tibet,
which greatly narrows the search area for his
successor: there are only 120,000 Tibetans in
the diaspora, mostly descendants of the 1959
refugees. Three-quarters of them live in India,
and most of the rest live in Nepal (15,000), the
United States (5,000), Canada (3,000) or
Switzerland (2,000).
But this almost guarantees what was
already quite likely: that the Chinese authorities will "find" a rival reincarnation within
Tibet and promote him as the next legitimate
Dalai Lama. Even if that does not happen,
the twenty-year gap while the current Dalai
Lama's successor matures leaves a political
vacuum that must be filled one way or another, and he long ago suggested that he might
name a regent to exercise his authority during that period.
The core of the problem is that his role as
defined by tradition embodies both political
and religious authority. Religious questions
rarely require instant answers, and Tibetan
Buddhism has flourished for many centuries
despite these recurrent twenty-year gaps in

World
Affairs
GWYNNE
DYER
the highest leadership job. Political decisions,
on the other hand, need to be made promptly
– so maybe the solution is to separate those
two roles.
The Dalai Lama has been raising this possibility for years, only to have it repeatedly
rejected by his adoring followers. He brought
it up again at a congress of the Tibetan exile
community not long after last year's bloody
anti-Chinese riots in Tibet, saying that his
moderate, "middle-way" approach to the
Chinese authorities in Beijing, seeking only
autonomy and not independence for the
country, was having no success.
Maybe it was time for him to take a back
seat and let the younger generation of leaders
in the community deal with that thorny problem as they saw fit, he suggested. The congress rejected the suggestion, reaffirming him
as their political leader. They simply could
not imagine a future without him.
The Dalai Lama himself, however, knows
that such a future will arrive. So he has now
released a video in which he urges the Tibetan
exile community to embrace democracy and
stop depending on a political leader who is
essentially (at the risk of sounding disrespectful) picked at random. That may serve for
religious purposes, but for the material world
something different is required.
"The Dalai Lama held temporal and spiritual leadership over the last 400 or 500 years.
It may have been quite useful, but that period

is over," he says in the video. "Today it is clear
to the whole world that democracy is the best
system despite its minor negativities. That is
why it is important that Tibetans also move
with the larger world community."
It's a nicely crafted statement that does
not trample on anybody's religious sensitivities, but what it means is that political leadership of the Tibetan exile community must
move from the Dalai Lama to an elected
prime minister. Such an office has existed
since 2001, but until now its holder has
deferred to the Dalai Lama in all important
decisions. That has to stop, says the man
himself – so maybe now it actually will.
That is a neat solution to the succession
problem, but it has implications that should
concern the Chinese government. A Tibetan
prime minister elected solely by the exile
community cannot hope to have the political
authority of a "living Buddha" within Tibet.
For almost half a century the Dalai Lama
has used that authority to restrain Tibetans
from open revolt against China, always seeking negotiations with Beijing on Tibetan
autonomy and discouraging talk of outright
independence. A prime minister elected only
by the diaspora could not do that even if he
wanted to – which he might not.
China has never appreciated the Dalai
Lama's services, of course. In classic imperial
style, it assumes that material improvements
in the living standards of its subjects will
make them forget their nationalist aspirations. When it turns out that Tibetans have
not forgotten them, as was brutally demonstrated in last year's anti-Chinese riots in
Lhasa, Beijing blames "outside agitators" and
"plotters" like the Dalai Lama, whom it calls
"a jackal clad in monk's robes."
In fact, he has been feeding tranquilisers
to the Tibetan population for decades, in the
(probably accurate) belief that Tibet cannot
win its independence by violence. But a lot of
Tibetans would like to try, and Beijing will
miss the Dalai Lama when he's gone.

LET TER TO THE EDITOR

Railroad crossing in disrepair
Entering Dawson Creek via the Alaska
Highway requires all vehicles to bounce
through a rough, deteriorated rail crossing
near the government weigh scale.
We are miffed that three major operations close their eyes to the need for repairs
to improve highway safety.

-Railroad company
-B.C. government ministry of transportation
-Road contractor

new asphalt to smooth out the crossing.
Why kill all the vehicles suspension systems by a lack of proper repair installation?

All that is needed is some simple removal of asphalt, leveling and reinstallation of

R. Johnson,
Nelson, B.C.

Your Daily Weather Sponsored by...
• Asphalt shingles
✔
• Tar & gravel
✔
• Torch-On
✔
• Free Estimates
✔
• Roof Repairs
✔
• Fully Insured
✔
• Work Guaranteed
✔
• 18 yrs. Experience
✔
• Insurance Claims
✔
• Competitive Pricing
✔
• Quality Work
✔

Providing
Residential &
Commercial
Roofing

• Office: 782-2088
• Cell: 719-6461
Serving Dawson Creek,
Fort St. John and Surrounding Area.
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EDITORIAL & OPINION

Got News?
Call Andrew
Bergland
782-4888,
ext. 122

DAILY
Almanac
LOTTERY NUMBERS

CANADIAN DOLLAR
US 86.64 cents
up 0.15
TSX COMPOSITE INDEX
10,389.76
up 33.91
DOW JONES
8,438.39
down 34.01
TSX VENTURE EXCHANGE
1,111.59
up 8.54
NASDAQ
1,838.22
up 8.54
NASDAQ CANADA
690.11
up 11.04
OIL W.TEXAS INTERMED.
US $69.16
down $1.07
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• Letters can be dropped off at the newspaper
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